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MINING COMPANIES LEVY — PILBARA SPORTING FUND 

651. Ms M.J. DAVIES to the Minister for Sport and Recreation: 

I have a supplementary question. If it has not started and the minister has no knowledge of that, why did he tell 
the Pilbara News and have a discussion with the journalist and say that the department is working on it? Is the 
minister or the journalist telling the truth? 

Mr M.P. MURRAY replied: 

All the times that the member for the Pilbara was in attendance, we were not talking about the department’s area 
whatsoever. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: Hang on. There are 50 press releases here about the stadium. This is what is wrong with the 
opposition at the moment. They are just grabbing little bits and not doing their homework. They are lazy and not 
doing their homework. Find out what is going on properly, as the Premier has already said. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: Members opposite pick one-liners and come up with absolute rubbish, and that is what is 
wrong with the opposition. It goes right across here and right the way around the chamber. That is one thing. I will 
make a bit of a side comment about the naming rights because it is about sport — 

Several members interjected. 

Point of Order 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: The minister is clearly not answering the question from the Leader of the National Party. 

The SPEAKER: It is not a point of order. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: Does anyone remember any discussion before Elizabeth Quay was named? Does anyone 
ever remember that? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: I thought I would throw that one in because — 

The SPEAKER: Minister for Local Government, I call you to order for the first time. You should not have gone 
to the casino. 

Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party! 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: I will finish on the Elizabeth Quay bit because members opposite need to hear this. Here 
was a Premier who walked down the street and the Queen was due to come and he went, “What can we do to 
impress the Queen?” and he put out the Elizabeth Quay sign. But going back to the original question about — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: I had to listen to it. Going back to the member’s original question — 

The SPEAKER: Minister for Local Government! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Minister! Minister! I put up with your deaf side for eight years in that room downstairs; I do not 
want to do it here as well. Members, let us get back to it. Do a quick answer, minister. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: Just quickly, I say again that no work is being done on that area, but while I was in the north 
west, I brought up that since 1949, the coal industry — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: If members opposite would listen, they would learn something. Unfortunately, they do not 
have the ability to do that. In 1949 the Coal Miners Welfare Board of Western Australia was established through 
a levy per tonne in the coal industry. That was discussed for the Pilbara area; we were looking at something to 
coordinate what is done in that area, not necessarily through a tax. We were talking about how we coordinate 
moneys into a community so that everyone gets a fair go. 
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